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Dual Credit and Enrollment
Issues at Community Colleges
A Case Study: Erie Community College
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Introduction
• Disclaimer on presentation – the
opinions expressed in this presentation
are not opinions, positions or
statements of Erie Community College
but rather a case study of its program
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Introduction
• Erie Community College (ECC) - is a
County sponsored community college
under New York Education Law
• Workforce – mostly unionized (99%)
• Faculty Federation of Erie Community
College (FFECC) represents teaching
and non-teaching professionals
3
Klein Wheaton: Panel: Dual Credit and Enrollment Issues at Community Colleges -
Published by The Keep, 2016
© 2016 Goldberg Segalla LLP
Collective Bargaining Agreement
• The Collective Bargaining Agreement
contains Appendix “E” titled “Advanced
Studies Agreement” which sets forth
the terms of the program at ECC
4
Journal of Collective Bargaining in the Academy, Vol. 0, Iss. 11 [2016], Art. 79
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/jcba/vol0/iss11/79
© 2016 Goldberg Segalla LLP
Advanced Studies Program
Defined as delivering college courses to
high school students utilizing three
methods:
1) A member of the FFECC faculty
teaches the college course to high
school students in the high school or
through distance learning
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CBA Definition of Advanced Studies
2) High school students attend college
classes on one of ECC’s three
campuses
3) ECC authorizes a high school teacher
to provide college credit bearing
coursework to students in the high
school
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Advanced Studies Program
• The program is administered by an
Advanced Studies Coordinator (an
administrator)
• The Advanced Studies Coordinator
works closely with faculty department
chairs in each of the academic areas
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Advanced Studies Program
• The Advanced Studies Coordinator
also works closely with local high
schools and is responsibility for
marketing ECC’s dual enrollment
programs and identifying opportunities
for growth
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Terms of the CBA
• FFECC Department Chair must
consent to the offering of the course
• The FFECC Department Chair must
approve the qualifications of the high
school instructor before the instructor
may teach
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Terms of the CBA
• High school teacher teaches the
course
• Quality of the advanced studies class
to be reviewed periodically
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Terms of CBA
• Lead teacher (ECC faculty) is
compensated at overload rate for
taking on AS class (included in
contract overload limits)
• Lead teacher selected by Academic
Unit by offering to all full time faculty,
but selected based upon seniority
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Terms of CBA
• If no full time faculty member is
interested, the department may offer
the opportunity to retired faculty or part
time adjunct faculty from the
department
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Terms of CBA
• Academic department for selection of
Lead teacher is the academic
department located on the ECC
campus closest to the high school - if
no interest, then it can be offered to
other campus unit departments
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Terms of CBA
• High school principal will identify
eligible students. All college
prerequisites will be enforced including
appropriate math and English levels
• Eligibility is limited to juniors and
seniors
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Terms of CBA
• ECC academic unit will provide a
course outline for each advanced
studies course outlining topics and
depth of coverage
• Lead teacher and HS teacher
collaborate on ECC syllabus
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Terms of CBA
• Assessment of student learning will be
comparable to on-campus offerings
• Capstone requirement will be worth
25% of grade (final exam, final project,
term paper, etc.)
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Terms of CBA
• Agreement allows for students only
earning high school credit and those
earning ECC credit however,
differences must be clearly spelled out
in the syllabus
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Terms of CBA
• AS classes will parallel the equivalent
classes taught at the college.Semester
based with deadlines for completion
• College’s last day to withdraw will be
enforced
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Terms of CBA
• All high school students must be
registered by the fourth week of the
college semester
• List of registered HS students provided
to lead teacher, Department Chair and
FFECC VP at the campus
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Terms of CBA
• In the event the HS teacher is on an
extended absence of five days or
more, the Lead teacher will assist the
substitute
• Textbooks and materials same or
equivalent to College materials
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Terms of CBA
• Courses recorded on ECC transcript
• SUNY guidelines are to be followed as
applicable
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Terms of CBA
• Annual review of the AS agreement
• AS Coordinator will annually poll all
department chairs regarding their
interest in providing AS classes to
students
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Terms of CBA
• Annually the FFECC President will
appoint an Advanced Studies
Committee – four FFECC members
(all campuses represented), AS
Coordinator, appropriate academic
supervisor and EVP Student Services
or designee
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Terms of CBA
• The AS Committee is responsible for
quality assurance, ensuring
contractual compliance and assisting
AS Coordinator in communicating with
departments
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Terms of CBA
• Any deviations from the procedures
specified in agreement must be
approved in writing both by the
Academic Unit chairs and FFECC
Advanced Studies Committee
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ECC Advanced Studies Page
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ECC Advanced Studies Webpage
• Webpage url:
https://www.ecc.edu/advanced-
studies/
• Lists 20 participating academic
departments
• Lists 42 participating school districts,
charter schools and BOCES
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ECC Advance Studies Webpage
• ECC website contains Spring 2016
course listing and other info & links
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ECC Advanced Studies Program
• Challenges
• Opportunities
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Other resources
• National Alliance of Concurrent
Enrollment Partnership
http://www.nacep.org/
Vision - lead in advancing seamless
education through secondary and post-
secondary collaborations
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Recent Legislation
• S.2560 – Making College Affordable
and Accessible Act of 2016 introduced
2/22/16 included as proposed
amendments to the Higher Education
Opportunity Act
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Recent Legislation
• The stated purpose of the amendment is to
“expand access for high school students to the
opportunities offered in credit based academic
transition programs established through
partnerships between high schools and
institutions of higher education utilizing dual or
concurrent enrollment programs or early
college high school programs that enable
students to earn college credits while in high
school.”
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Recent Legislation
• Authorizes the Secretary to award
grants to eligible institutions to carry
out credit-based academic transition
programs
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Recent Legislation
• Priority of awarding of grants to
schools that serve low-income
families, students from rural
communities or students who are the
first in their families to receive
postsecondary education
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Appendix to this Presentation
1) ECC- FFECC contract provisions on
Advanced studies
2) S.2560 – Making College Affordable
and Accessible Act of 2016
introduced 2/22/16
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Contact Information
Kristin Klein Wheaton, Esq., Partner
Goldberg Segalla LLP
665 Main Street, 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14203
Telephone: 716.710.5805
Email: kwheaton@goldbergsegalla.com
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Questions?
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4734299.1
Excerpt from Tentative Agreement reached
between Erie Community College and
Faculty Federation of Erie Community
College in October 2015
Advanced Studies
Presented by Kristin Klein Wheaton
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4734299.1
Excerpt from 2005-2009
collective bargaining agreement between
Erie Community College and Faculty
Federation of Erie Community College
Advanced Studies –
Appendix E
Presented by Kristin Klein Wheaton
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4734299.1
S. 2560 (114th Congress)
2015-2016
Making College Affordable and
Accessible Act of 2016
Presented by Kristin Klein Wheaton
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